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OUR MISSION
The mission of the organization is

to promote the healing of child

abuse victims-one child at a time.

Bearing in mind the best interests

of each child, the organization will

work to reduce the trauma to child

abuse victims and their non-

offending family members. Further,

by uniting the efforts of public

agencies and enlisting community

support, the organization will

strive to improve the justice

system’s response to stop child

abuse.
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That’s where you come in.

When you give to PRCAC, you become part of a powerful network—
standing beside a child in court, equipping advocates and therapists
with the tools to make a lasting impact, and helping us with
educating the community.

Because of donors like you, children find safety, hope, and their
voice. But the need is still great—and the village must grow.

Your continued support helps us reach more children, train more
advocates, and stand in the gap where no one else will.
If you believe every child deserves to feel safe, heard, and loved,
join us—again or for the first time.

Together, we can do what none of us can do alone.

It takes a village to protect a child. Thank you for being part of
ours.

There is a proverb that says, “It
takes a village to raise a child.” At
Paluxy River Children’s Advocacy
Center, we believe it takes a village
to protect a child—especially those
who have suffered abuse, neglect, or
crisis.

These children aren’t just stories on
the news. They live in our
communities, go to our schools, and
need our support to heal and thrive.

http://paluxyrivercac.org/
mailto:margaret@paluxyrivercac.org
http://paluxyrivercac.org/


Welcome to our second newsletter of 2025! It’s hard to believe that we’re already
halfway through the year—time is flying by, and the PRCAC has been busier than
ever. After an incredibly full April filled with Child Abuse Prevention activities, we
moved right into two major events—Heroes with Handbags in Erath County in
May, followed by Heroes with Handbags in Hood County in June. Both of these
events were incredibly successful, and we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to
all of the staff and volunteers who poured their time and energy into making
them happen. Organizing these events is no small feat, but the rewards are
immeasurable.

We were thrilled to see our largest attendance ever at the Hood County event—
what a fantastic turnout! It was an inspiring and joyful day for everyone who
attended, and we were especially grateful to have many guests join us for both
events. A special thank you to our supporters from Somervell County who
attended and helped make these events even more special. The generosity and
dedication of our community are what make everything we do possible, and we
can’t thank you enough for your continued support.

As we look ahead, we’re excited to share that we are making steady progress on
our Building Campaign. We’ve raised a little more than half of the funds needed,
and we are optimistic that we will reach our goal by the end of this year. We are
just a few weeks away from submitting our final plans to the City for approval.
Once we receive the necessary permits, we’ll award the contract, and we are
hopeful to break ground by late summer or early fall. The new building will help
us better serve the children and families in our community, and we can’t wait to
see this vision come to life.

Your support is truly what makes all of this possible. Whether through your
attendance at our events, your financial contributions, or simply spreading the
word about the work we do, every bit of support makes a difference. We are so
grateful to have you as part of our community, and we are inspired every day by
your commitment to helping children heal and thrive.

Thank you again for being part of our journey. Together, we are creating lasting
change and a brighter future for the children we serve.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MARGARET COHENOUR

P A L U X Y R I V E R C A C . O R G

Grateful ly  Yours ,

Margaret  Cohenour

http://paluxyrivercac.org/


STOP THE SILENCE RALLY

“Let us put our minds
together and see what

life can make for 
our children.”

SITTING BULL
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In  observance of  Nat ional  Cr ime Vict ims ’  R ights  Week held

Apri l  6- 12 ,  Chi ld Abuse Prevent ion Month and Nat ional  Sexual

Assaul t  Awareness Month ,  are events  that  are powerful

reminders of  how just  a  few can help so many.  We hope you

wi l l  cont inue to s tand with us in advocat ing for  survivors  a l l

year  long.  We are t ru ly  grateful  for  the unwaver ing support  of

our community as  we ra ise our voices for  v ic t ims of  cr ime.

P A L U X Y R I V E R C A C . O R G

As Apri l  came to an end ,  hundreds of

people showed up in downtown

Stephenvi l le  for  the annual  “Stop the

Si lence”  event  on Tuesday,  Apr i l  29 ,  2025 .  

A var iety of  indiv iduals ,  community

groups and advocates gathered together

with one message for  v ic t ims of  v io lent

cr imes – that  they aren ’ t  a lone in the

f ight .

OUR FUTURE - YOUNG LEADERS 
At Pa luxy River  Chi ld Advocacy Center,  we bel ieve real  change

star ts  wi th passionate young leaders ,  future advocates ,  counselors ,

and socia l  workers .  That ’ s  why we vis i t  col leges and univers i t ies

to connect  wi th s tudents  who are commit ted to protect ing and

empowering chi ldren.

By shar ing our miss ion ,  the real i t ies  of  th is  work ,  and ways to get

involved ,  we hope to inspire the next  generat ion to lead with

empathy,  courage ,  and purpose.

Are you part  of  a  program shaping future chi ld  advocates? We ’d love

to v is i t  your campus.  Give us a  ca l l !

http://paluxyrivercac.org/
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HEROES WITH HANDBAGS EVENTS

P A L U X Y R I V E R C A C . O R G

The exci tement was contagious .  The energy in the
room was e lectr ic ,  and the compet i t ion was f ierce as
local  "heroes"  s t rut ted their  s tuf f !  From the moment
guests  walked in ,  i t  was c lear :  designer handbags
were up for  grabs ,  and they were nothing short  of
fabulous at  th is  year 's  Heroes with Handbags bingo
fundraisers  in Erath and Hood Count ies !

This  event  brought  together  a  v ibrant  mix of  f r iends ,
supporters ,  and community heroes for  an
unforget table evening f i l led wi th games ,  laughter,  and
giving—al l  in  support  of  chi ldren who have
exper ienced abuse and neglect .  The spir i t  of
generosi ty  and camarader ie was palpable ,  and i t ’ s
moments l ike these that  remind us of  the strength
and kindness wi thin our communit ies .

Heroes with Handbags is  a  shining example of  what
we can achieve when we come together  for  a
common cause.  Whether  you sponsored a table ,
donated a bag ,  bought  a  raf f le  t icket ,  or  cheered f rom
your seat—you played an essent ia l  ro le  in making a
di f ference.  Every contr ibut ion ,  no matter  the s ize ,
d i rect ly  impacts  the l ives of  chi ldren in need and
helps provide them with the support  and resources
to heal  and thr ive .

Thank You for  making both nights  a  “Night  to
Remember” !  A heart fe l t  thank you goes out  to a l l  the
at tendees ,  sponsors ,  volunteers ,  and bingo players
who made this  event  possib le .  Your dedicat ion and
support  cont inues to inspire us ,  proving that  when a
community comes together,  we can create rea l
change—one chi ld ,  one handbag ,  and one bingo card
at  a  t ime.

Your involvement goes beyond just  a  fun night  out—
it ’ s  a  commitment to helping chi ldren who need i t
the most .  We are so grateful  for  each and every one
of  you who jo ined us in making this  event  such a
success .  To see photos f rom the event  or  learn more
about  how you can get  involved ,  v is i t  our  websi te  at
paluxyr ivercac .org or  fo l low us on Facebook and
Instagram!

http://paluxyrivercac.org/
http://paluxyrivercac.org/
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SERVICE - EDUCATION - OUTREACH NUMBERS

FORENSIC INTERVIEWS: 61                      

FAMILY ADVOCACY SERVICES: 183

COUNSELING SESSIONS: 379

PRESENTATIONS AND EVENTS: 77

CHILD ATTENDEES: 1 ,51 1

ADULT ATTENDEES: 2,277

2025  APRIL - MAY NUMBERS

Youth  Survey  Responses  –  “What  d id  you  l ike  about  the
Center?”
“They l is tened and help me a lot . "
" I  got  to do my handprint ,  and I  got  snacks! ! ! "

In i t ia l  Careg iver  Survey  Responses  –  “What  d id  you
apprec iate  the  most  about  the  Center?”

 "They were very helpful ,  f r iendly,  and made sure that
everything would be taken care of . "
"Their  k indness and helping us through this  tough
si tuat ion. "

http://paluxyrivercac.org/
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COUNSELING SERVICES

Did you Know?
When a chi ld  makes an outcry of  abuse,  or  faces extenuat ing
circumstances,  they may be referred for  counsel ing services.
That ’s  when our highly  trained therapists  step in  to help guide
them on the path towards heal ing.
Our counselors  are cert i f ied in  Trauma-Focused Cognit ive
Behavioral  Therapy,  Eye Movement Desensit izat ion and
Reprocessing (EMDR),  P lay Therapy,  and evidence-ba sed
approaches designed specif ical ly  to support  chi ldren who have
experienced trauma.
With empathy,  expert ise,  and unwavering dedicat ion,  our
therapists  help chi ldren process their  experiences,  bui ld  resi l ience,
and begin to reclaim their  sense of  safety  and hope.
We are so grateful  for  the compa ssionate professionals  on our
team who make heal ing possible  one session,  one chi ld,  one story
at  a  t ime.  

http://paluxyrivercac.org/


Years wi th the Center :  2  years  (g ive or  take)

Job Responsibi l i t ies :  Carolyn ’s  ro le  as  a  CAC educat ion specia l is t

involves educat ing students ,  teachers ,  and anyone that  works wi th

youth the warning s igns and red f lags associated with predators

that  could harm them. Those lessons inc lude not  only how to keep

themselves safe ,  but  how to s tand up for  themselves and others .

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION SPOTLIGHT

PRCAC CONNECTION

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
CAROLYN KENDALL
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION SPECIALIST

Every chi ld  receives a  sweet  and salty  snack and a  dr ink when they come into
our center.  We go through A LOT of  snacks and we are always so grateful  when
people help us  ref i l l  our  pantry!

Did you Know?

HONEY
Did you know that  spending t ime with animals  can reduce stress ,

ease anxiety,  and boost  overa l l  wel l -being?

At  the PRCAC,  we ’ re  lucky to have our four- legged volunteer,

Honey,  who br ings joy,  comfort ,  and plenty of  smi les to our s taf f .   

Honey 's  ca lm presence is  a  gent le  reminder that  heal ing doesn ’ t

a lways come in words ;  somet imes i t  comes on four  paws.

Thank you ,  Honey,  for  being part  of  our  wel lness and our work!

Favor i te  thing about  working with the Center :  “The passion of  those that  I  am fortunate enough to
work with at  the CAC has to be one of  my favor i te  things about  working here .  I  a lso love being able to
help protect  our  youth . ”

Hobbies :  I  love to read psychologica l  thr i l lers ! ! !  (Maybe that 's  why I  don ' t  s leep! )

http://paluxyrivercac.org/


HOW TO REPORT
Anyone 18 or  o lder  is  a  mandated reporter  in the State of  Texas

To report  suspected chi ld  abuse ,  ca l l  1 -800-252-5400.

To report  suspected chi ld  abuse onl ine go to txabusehot l ine .org .

To report  suspected chi ld  sex t raf f ick ing ca l l  1 -888-373-7888.

I f  a  chi ld  is  in  immediate danger ca l l  911 .

HOW TO VOLUNTEER
Our volunteers  provide a var iety of  support  for  our  agency inc luding staf f ing our

agency informat ion booth at  heal th fa i rs ,  ass is t ing with Chi ld Abuse Prevent ion

Month act iv i t ies ,  and helping with fundraisers  such as Heroes with Handbags .

Events  can be dur ing the week ,  a f ter  hours ,  or  on weekends depending on the

speci f ic  act iv i ty.  Interested indiv iduals  must  submit  a  completed Volunteer

Appl icat ion Packet ,  agree to and pass a  cr iminal  background check .  I f  interested ,

p lease ca l l  one of  the numbers l is ted on the back page.

HOW TO DONATE
By making a f inancia l  contr ibut ion that  is  a  tax-deduct ib le  donat ion ,  you help

provide safety,  just ice ,  and heal ing for  abused and neglected chi ldren in your

community.  There are severa l  ways to donate .  You may make cash donat ions ,  donate

i tems from our Wish Lis t ,  or  even donate s tock .  For  fur ther  informat ion ,  fee l  f ree to

contact  the Center  at  817-573-0292 or  go to our websi te  at :   

ht tp : / /paluxyr ivercac .org/donate/
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TOP TIPS

Every handprint  on this  wal l  represents
a brave chi ld  who has walked through
our doors and taken a s tep towards
heal ing .

At  PRCAC,  we provide a safe p lace for
chi ldren to share their  s tor ies ,  begin
trauma-informed therapy,  and receive
the support  they need to rec la im their
chi ldhood.

These handprints  are more than just
paint ;  they are a  symbol  of  s t rength ,
res i l ience ,  and hope.
Thank you for  s tanding with us and
helping make these journeys possib le .  

http://txabusehotline.org/
http://paluxyrivercac.org/


Building Hope: A New Home for Healing

PRCAC CONNECTION PAGE 9P A L U X Y R I V E R C A C . O R G

THINGS TO COME

Our Mission

At Paluxy River Children’s Advocacy Center (PRCAC), our mission is to

promote the healing of child abuse victims—one child at a time.

Since our incept ion in 2006 ,  PRCAC has been a beacon of  hope for

chi ldren in Hood ,  Erath ,  and Somervel l  count ies .  Our current  fac i l i ty  has

served us wel l ,  but  as  our  community grows ,  so does the need for  our

services .  The l imitat ions of  our  exis t ing space hinder our abi l i ty  to

expand programs ,  and accommodate more staf f .  This  next  s tep isn ' t  just

about  having more room—it 's  about  creat ing a purpose-dr iven

environment designed to foster  heal ing ,  support  innovat ion ,  and deepen

our connect ion to the communit ies  we serve .

Jo in  Us  in  Bu i ld ing  Hope
We invi te  you to be a part  of  th is  t ransformat ive journey.  Your support

wi l l  help us create a  space where chi ldren feel  safe ,  heard ,  and

supported.  Together,  we can bui ld  a  br ighter  future for  our  community 's

most  vulnerable members .  Cl ick here to donate today.

“To build 
is to 

believe 
in tomorrow.”

UNKNOWN

http://paluxyrivercac.org/
https://paluxyrivercac.org/donate/
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Granbury Location
1540 Southtown Drive STE 102
Granbury, TX 76048
817-573-0292
817-573-0430
margaret@paluxyrivercac.org

Stephenville Location
1359 W South Loop STE B
Stephenville, TX 76401
254-918-7452
margaret@paluxyrivercac.org

HOW TO
CONTACT 
THE PRCAC

Because of  your generosi ty,  compassion and bel ief  in
our miss ion ,  vulnerable chi ldren have found safety,
support ,  and heal ing .  You have stood in the gap when
no one e lse would .  You have spoken up for  those who
had no voice .  You have helped bui ld  a  community
where chi ldren are seen ,  heard ,  and valued.

Your support  has provided:
Safe environments where chi ldren can begin to
heal
Advocates who f ight  every day for  a  chi ld ’s  best
interests
Essent ia l  resources for  fami l ies  and caregivers
A network of  profess ionals  who are t ra ined to
recognize and respond to abuse

But  most  important ly,  you ’ve shown these chi ldren
that  they matter.

You are the heart  of  th is  v i l lage!

WAYS TO HELP 
THE PRCAC

Select  Pa luxy River  Chi ldren ’s
Advocacy Center

(Organizat ion # RU791 )  
A percentage of  your grocery

purchases wi l l  support  our
miss ion at  no addi t ional  cost

to you.  For  informat ion:
ht tps : / /www.kroger.com/i/com

munity/community-rewards

TO ALL OUR DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS

“WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET. WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE.” 
                                                                                
                                                                               – WINSTON CHURCHHILL

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
http://paluxyrivercac.org/
tel:817-573-0292
mailto:margaret@paluxyrivercac.org
tel:254-918-7452
mailto:margaret@paluxyrivercac.org
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

